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Charged as Fugitive 
From New Orleans 



By JAMES RICHARDS 
Of The Dispatch Staff 

A missing link in the New Orleans probe of the assas- 
sination of President Kennedy, was arrested in Gahanna 
Saturday afternoon as a fugitive from justice. 

Clowning and joking with I 



reporters and photographers, 
Gordo i Novel, 29, former 
New Orleans nightclub 
owner, was whisked to Co- 
lumbus City Prison. 

Municipal Court Judge 
Dean Strausbaugh set Novel’s 
bond ;(, $10,000. Novel's at- 
torney, Jerry Weiner, said 
Novel would remain in City 
Prison pending court appear- 
ance Monday morning. 

WHEN ARRESTED by Ga- 
hanna Police Chief Robert, 
Brandon and Patrolman 
Charles Barnett, Novel 
Whippet out a typewritten 
statement, congratulating t.he 
Gahanna Police and vowing 
to “fig. it extradition to the 
United States Supreme 
Court.” 

James Alcock, executive as- 
sistant to New Orleans Dj» 
trict Attorney Jim Garrison, 
told Tf e Dispatch by tele- 
phone 1 hat Novel is wanted 
on a ch; rge of “conspiracy to 
commit the crime of simple 
burglary.” 

Garriion also has sought 
Novel as a material witness 
to the assassination probe. 

THE NEW charge accused 
Novel ol conspiring with Da- 
vid W. f errie to commit bur- 



glary of a munitions dump in 
Houma, about 40 miles south- 
west of New Orleans, Alcock 
confirmed. 

Ferrie was a mysterious 
Garrison witness who was 
found dead before the grand 
jury investigation into Presi- 
dent Kennedy’s death began. 

Novel was entering the 
Maverick News Service at 74 
Mill St. in Gahanna when he 
was apprehended Saturday. 
Police said they were acting 
on a tip that Novel was as- 
sociated with the news serv- 
ice, operated by Richard L. 
Paugh, a Columbus television 
newsman .and weekly news- 
paper columnist. 

Saluting smartly to two 
Dispatch reporters while en 
route to city prison, Novel 
quipped, “It’s the nicest 
.town in the whole United 
States,,, when asked why he 
was in Columbus. 

Novel was in Columbus 
about two weeks ago and left 
mysteriously after being be- 
seiged by local reporters. 
Paugh was one of the report- 
ers who talked to Novel. 

NOVEL gave NO reason 
at (hat. time for being in the 
city. The Dispatch subse- 
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q.uently learned Novel has 
many business ties here and 
has been in Columbus sev- 
eral times since last Decem- 
ber. 

However, a more compel- 
ling reason for his trips here 
may be a woman. 

Novel is reportedly en- 
gaged to Abby Mulligan, 23, 
of 226 W. Oakland Ave., a 
former bunny in the Chicago 
Playboy Club. She is wearing 
an engagement ring from 
Novel. 

ACCORDING TO her 
brother, Miss. Mulligan is in 
Chicago this weekend. He 
said she began a leave of ab- 
sence from the, Playboy Club 
about a month ago. 

The brother added that 
Novel and his sister met at 
the club. 

He was booked in Colum-' 
bus for investigation as a 
fugitive from Louisiana. He 
had $86.50 with him when 
arrested, police records show. 

BRANDON SAID that, in 
the police cruiser, Novel had 
asked that he walk in front 
with another officer behind. 

“Don’t let this turn into 
another Dallas,” Brandon 
quoted Novel as saying. It 
was an obvious reference to 
the shooting in the Dallas po- 
lice station of Lee Harvey 
Oswald, two days after he al- 
legedly shot President Ken- 
nedy. 

Novel, also is involved in 
wiretapping and “bugging” 
through his New Orleans 
firm, International Dynamics 
Corp. 

A BUSINESS acquaintance 
in Columbus said Novel was 
developing an “anti-bugging” 
device in conjunction with a 
Columbus electronics firm. 

The acquaintance, wjio pre- 
ferred to remain anonymous, 
said he did not talk to Novel 
on his most recent trips here 
but saw him about a month 
ago. 

Novel reportedly was to 
confer with representatives 
of the restaurant and bar 
business while in Columbus. 
Novel reportedly is consider- 
ing opening a new night club 
in Baton Rouge, La. 

NOVEL, UNTIL recently, 



owned the Jamaican Inn on 
Rampart St. in the New Or- 
leans French Quarter. 

Novel’s statement, given to 
police at the time ;of his ap‘ 
prehension here ^aturday^ 
follows: 

“I would like to coiig 
late Chief Brandon in his 
apprehension of myself. His 
office and men are to be 
praised for doing what the 
supposed Crime Solver and 
Cardiff Giant Garrison with 
his police state inquisition, 



.-power, intimidation and har- 
assment could not do. 

“I WILL FIGHT extradi- 
tion to the United States Su- 
preme Court. Unless I am 
, kidnaped or killed in New - 
. Orleans, I will prove to the ’ 
perpetrator of this fraud that - 
black is not white. The days 
of this fraud are numbered. 

I can expose Garrison.” 

Two American Civil Liber- ; 
ties Union attorneys, James , 

• Kozelek and John Childers 
; of Columbus, appeared at Co- - 
lumbus Police Headquarters ; 
on Novel’s behalf. t 

They refused to comment 
on the case until they talked £ 
with Novel. 

Garrison’s assistant in New 
Orleans said a representative 
will be sent to Columbus if 
Novel fights extradition. 

If Novel does not volunteer 
to return to Louisiana, a req- 
uisition for extradition would 
be filed by Garrison’s office, 
through the Lousiana gov- 
ernor, to Governor Rhodes. cI 

THE CENTRAL figure in d 
the Kennedy assassination 
probe, Clay L. Shaw, a New (. 
Orleans businessman, has „ 
been indicted by a grand jury ‘ 
for conspiracy to murder 
Kennedy. 

When Novel left Columbus i 
about 10 days ago, he left a j 
note in his hotel room read- 
ing: “Due to pressure from ; 
New Orleans, I had to leave. ■ 
Will prove my statement in 
Chicago in due course. This 
is off the record.!’ 



It was never determined 
whether Novel eyer arrived 
in Chicago. However, he told 
Paugh he went to Virginia 
before returning to Colum- 
bus. 

MISS MULLIGAN’S father, 
also of the Oakland Ave. ad- 
dress, was with Novel when 
the latter was arrested at 
4:45 p.m. Saturday in Ga- 
hanna. 

Novel told newsmen 10 
days ago he was afraid to go 
back to New Orleans. He de- 
nied knowledge of any con- 
spiracy and said he knew 
Clay Shaw, “but not in con- 
nection with this.” 

He told newsmen here he 
also “indirectly” knew “a 
David Ferrie.” 

The New Orleans’ coroners 
ruling of natural death in 
the Ferrie ease was disputed 
by Garrison. 
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